Little: Sarcomatosis Cutis of the "Perrin" Type
The President said such a case presented much difficulty. He failed to assign it to any cause, such as syphilis, and strongly suspected an artefact dermatosis, though the patient was not strikingly hysterical.
The opinion generally expressed coincided with Dr. Colcott Fox's view.
Sarcomatosis Cutis of the " Perrin " Type in a Man aged 25.
THE disease had begun probably nine weeks ago, with lesions on the chest. There had been no subjective symptoms, and this patient had seemed in his usual robust health. He was seen at St. Mary's Hospital for the first time a fortnight ago, and then had an efflorescence of the following character: Scattered over the chest, the back, and the upper part of the arms and thighs there were very numerous roundish elevations, the skin covering them being of a faint pink colour, and showing rather accentuated " pores." There was no scaling or other alteration of the surface. On palpation the pink surface was found to cover a tumour mass of considerable firmness, but not hard, and the size and elevation of the swelling was about that of a half-walnut. The largest of these tumours was on the middle of the front aspect of the left thigh. He had, in addition, a hoarse voice and great congestion of the fauces, uvula, and throat; the tonsils were swollen as well. He was seen by Dr. William Hill, who regarded the throat as probably syphilitic. The opinion at first formed by the exhibitor of the eruption was that it was mycosis fungoides of the "tumour d'emblee " type described by French authors, but the complete absence of any itching or other subjective sensation and the rapidity of the increase seemed to forbid this diagnosis. At the instance of Dr. Hill a Wassermann reaction was tested in the Inoculation Department, and was reported to be negative. A small tumour the size of a shilling was excised from the shoulder, and on microscopic examination the diagnosis of large roundcelled sarcoma was made bv the exhibitor. Sections were submitted to the meeting, and this diagnosis was confirmed.
The sarcomatosis cutis was apparently primary, for no earlier accident or operation was mentioned, inquiry being pressed in this direction. There was considerable general enlargement of glands in the neck and groin. The blood had not been examined, but it was proposed to take the case into hospital, and a more detailed report, in view of its extreme rarity and importance, would be contributed later to the British Journal of Dermatology.
Sir MALCOLM MORRIS suggested that the man be given arsenic in large, even poisonous, doses, or atoxyl.
Neevo-lipomata in an Infant. By E. G. GRAHAM LITTLE, M.D.
THE patient was now aged 10 weeks, and there was a widespread capillary navus (port-wine mark) of the side of the bodv, and in addition a number of large circumscribed smooth fatty growths, from the size of a hen's egg; there was a diffuse, fatty infiltration of the skin as well over the whole upper part of the back and the shoulders without actual tumour formation; the integument here was so much thickened and swollen as to cause deformity, but the surface of the skin was normal; both the navus and fatty swellings were congenital; the latter were increasing rapidly in size, according to the mother's statement. The child was of Jewish parentage, and was somewhat wasted and thin. Congenital lipomata were rare; the exhibitor had never seen in his fifteen years' experience at the Children's Hospital a quite similar case.
No other diagnosis seemed probable, and this was accepted by the Section. Case of Pityriasis Rubra Pilaris. By E. G. GRAHAM LITTLE, M.D.
THE patient was a young woman, twelve months married, aged about 26; she had no antecedents which were relevant to the eruption, which had commenced a fortnight previously, apparently on the chest. She was now very extensively covered with a quite typical eruption of follicular acuminate papules where these were discrete; with sheets of scaly dermatitis where coalescence of the eruption had occurred. The scalp, face, forearms, hands, back, thighs and legs were thus involved in sheets of dermatitis, but the eruption was nearly universal; in other parts-as, for example, on the chest-the papules were discrete. There
